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Growing Up


Every child grows up, it is not always easy or carefree but it happens to all of us. This is Esperanza’s story. Esperanza is a teenage girl who is afraid of growing up. In the beginning of the story she is an insecure teenage girl who then gains confidence, becomes responsible and learns how to follow her dreams.  


Esperanza was very immature and insecure in the beginning of the novel.

This is very apparent in the following quote: “Where do you live?” She asked. “There”, I said pointing up at the third floor. “You live there?” There I had to look up to where she pointed, the third floor, the paint peeling, wooden bars Papa had nailed on the windows so we would’ t fall out.” (cisneros 3) Esperanza’s immaturity and insecurity really shows in this quote because the nun who is asking her where she lives is supposed to be friendly and kind but in reality she is treating her in a degrading manner. When the nun asks these questions, Esperanza does not really know how to answer and probably feels very bad and insignificant. 

Esperanza’s behavior is also immature and insecure in this quote: “Just stuff my feet under the metal folding chair stamped precious blood and pick on a wad of brown gum that is stuck beneath the seat.” (47 cisneros) In this quote she is self-conscious about the shoes she is wearing and because of that she does not feel beautiful even though she is wearing a nice new dress. This is proof that she is insecure and immature because she is held back by her worries about her shoes even though no one else notices them. It is apparent that Esperanza is very immature and insecure but over time with some help she will gain confidence.


As the book continues one can see that Esperanza grows more mature and gains confidence. The quote: “But the truth is it is scary to look down at your foot that are no longer yours and see attached a long long leg”. (Cisneros 40) shows that she is admitting to be scared about growing up and becoming a woman. People do not really talk about this unless they are growing up physically and mentally. This quote is not the only example of how Esperanza grows more confident. Another quote that shows how she is growing up and gaining confidence is: “You gotta be able to know what to do with hips when you get them, I say, making it up as I go”. (Cisneros 50) It really shows how she is physically and emotionally growing up because hips are more of a grown up thing to talk about because they become more rounded during puberty. It is also more of an adult subject to talk about. In the beginning of the book she was insecure but now she is growing up and gaining confidence.       


Esperanza is now a confident young woman capable to achieve her dreams. This quote is a great example of Esperanza’s new confidence: ”One day I’ll own my own house but I won’t forget who I am and where I came from” (Cisneros 80). This  quote shows how she is gown up because she is confident that she will have her own house one day.  However it  shows even more how she has matured because she is thinking ahead and thinking about other people besides herself. This is not the only example of how Esperanza has grown up and can now achieve her dreams. Another quote that shows Esperanza’s confidence is: ”They will not know I have gone away to come back for the ones I left behind.” (Cisneros 110) This is an excellent example because it shows Esperanza is confident that she will get out of Mango Street. It also shows that she is thinking about others in her position and is thinking about how to help them. Esperanza is now a confident , capable and powerful young woman who can achieve her goals.


Esperanza starts out as a naive young girl who grows up and realizes her love for writing and how it can keep her “free”. If Esperanza did not live in such a harsh environment she may not have grown in the ways that she did. Esperanza was insecure because she  was always worried about what other people would think. However toward the middle of the novel, Esperanza gains confidence because she realizes her love for writing and starts to see the world differently. At the end of the novel Esperanza is confident and no longer acts like a young girl. There are many people who are held back and weighed down by what they look like and where they come from but clearly it doesn’t matter where you come from it just matters that you believe in yourself. 

