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Introduction

In an effort to answer the essential question of how the ancient Greeks influence modern though, we will be rewriting Greek plays to show how themes of their time are still relevant and how their ideas about theatre in general influence drama and film today.

Our group decided to concentrate on anger and the social issue of immigration. The main message we want to teach our audience is: That people cannot help where they come from and everyone deserves to feel safe and be happy.

The setting for our play will be a coffee shop.

We plan to incorporate a chorus by talking about the history of immigration and about immanent and why they come to the United States. 

We have given ourselves different jobs in order to complete this project efficiently:

Writer: Victor Lira

Story boarder: Vincent Schafer

Plot outline

Setting: 

Our play will take place in a small cozy coffee shop. Wooden floors and sagging armchairs will litter the coffee shop. Thick worn rugs will cover parts of the floor.

Characters:

There will be two main characters one will be named Antonio and the other will be named Edgar. They are both angry about how they are treated because they are immigrants’.

Conflicts:

1.Internal: They are both angry because immigrants’ are not treated very well and they don’t know what they can do to change it.

2.External: That people do not treat immigrants’ with the respect they deserve.

Summary of rising action and climax:

Antonio and Edgar meet at a coffee shop and express their feeling to each other in order to get it out of their system. They wonder why this is and what they could do to change it. While they are sitting in the coffee shop people will walk by and mutter rude comments under their breath. Edgar gets up to refill his coffee and the cashier is not as kind as he was as he was to the person before. All through out this coffee shop experience we will have flash backs from Edgar and Antonio’s past of when they were still in Mexico. During some parts where they are talking about why they think the Americans are being unkind there will be flash backs of times where they have been unkind to them, For example:

· The police will pull them over while they are driving

· Some people will spit in front of them

· Make mean comments

The flashbacks will come during parts where Antonio and Edgar are talking about things from their past and when their parents and they have been disrespected, as examples or just to express how they felt. 

Resolution:

That people cannot help where they come from and everyone deserves to be happy and feel safe.

Character List

Antonio: 


Antonio is a Mexican Born in America. His parents were born in Mexico and came to the US Illegally shortly before he was born. He is tall and has thick black curly hair; he also has dark brown eyes. In the prologue he is wearing a white shirt and khaki pant and Nike Cortez shoes.

Edgar:


Edgar is also a Mexican born in America. His parents were born in Mexico and came to the US Illegally shortly before he was born. He is tall and muscular he has short black hair. He is wearing a wife beater and sagging blue jeans.

Coffee bar worker:


He is a small scrawny man with short blond hair and a annoying rat voice. He is wearing a black polo shirt and khaki pants.

Chorus: 


The chorus are dressed in normal every day clothes and look like the ordinary everyday people you would see walking down the street or standing at the bus stop.

Police officer:


He has a Park ranger costume on with the green pants and the light brown shirt. He has a hat on and sunglasses.

(Additional background characters may be added as the story develops and continues to be written) 

Start Play

Prologue 

Certain people in the United States have always had Problems with immigrants from Mexico and other places around the world, even after they have become legal US citizens. There are many racist Americans since the founding of our country. They are more common in the western of the US then they are in San Diego because they are farther from the border. The people in San Diego are a lot more accepting than the majority of other people in the United States. When you travel farther to the western part of the US you very rarely see any Mexicans at all, which is probably why they are less kind and accepting toward them. People that are racist or unkind to immigrants is probably because they might have parents who come from a different part of the US or who moved to San Diego from another part of the US.

(Opening scene: Flash back of Antonio in his fist year being able to drive. He is 17years old and is sitting in sitting in his old scratched up Honda civic on the side of the road after a cop had pulled him over not because he was speeding or doing anything illegal just because he looked like an immigrant. Large piece of card board will be cut out into the shape of a car and will be propped up so that it looks like the profile of a car there will be a door cut out of the cardboard so that he can get out. The racist police officer walks in from the right of the stage.)

Antonio: Good evening officer could I help you with something? 

Officer: GET OUT OF THE CAR NOW!

(Antonio fumbles with the door and gets out)

Antonio: Yes officer but what did I do-

Officer: YOU BETTER SHOW ME SOME PAPERS NOW BOY!

Antonio: Yes officer they are in my glove box-

Officer: I DON’T CARE YOU BETTER GET THEM NOW BOY!

(Antonio reaches through window and grabs a couple of crumpled papers)

(With shaking hands Antonio hands his papers to the officer)

Officer: WHAT ARE THESE

(Officer fumbles with the crumpled stained papers)

Antonio: They’re my papers (in a shaky voice)

Officer: THESE AINT NO PAPERS BOY! THESE ARE KRICKED PAPERS!

Antonio: No sir really they are real look they even have the Bald eagle

Officer: (stutters and gets choked up) These aren’t yours that picture isn’t of you

Antonio: Yes sir they are her look at my driver’s license.

(Antonio pulls out his license and shows it to the officer.)

Officer: (under his breath says) your parents probably came here illegally from Mexico.

(Officer turns and walks away and kicks Antonio’s car before he leaves)

Exists to the right of the stage

Parados

(The car is moved off the stage and the chorus stand on the stage evenly space in a single line until the light come back on)

Chorus:

Antonio felt bullied and disgraced

The Police officer had no right to treat him the way he did 

After all Antonio is a human being too isn’t he 

He might come from a different place 

Or like different food but he is no different that you or me 

He is a human being nonetheless

(Pause for about 5 seconds)

Antonio’s parents were immigrants from Mexico 

Who wanted a better life for Antonio

They were willing to risk it all in order to feel safe and live a decent life

Antonio’s family is a story like many others who come across the border 

To seek a safer life away from drug cartels and gang violence

There is nothing wrong with wanting to have a safe place 

Where you feel comfortable to raise your family and life a comfortable life

We life a comfortable life so why cant they

 (lights dim and the chorus splits in the middle and exit sage)

Scene 1

(Antonio is standing on stage in the coffee shop talking to Edgar on the phone. Edgar is standing off stage talking into a microphone.)

Antonio: Hey Edgar how are you?

Edgar: Sup homie

Edgar: I’m good

Antonio: So are we still meeting up tomorrow?

Edgar: Yea at the coffee shop on the corner of 12th street

Edgar: Right?

Antonio: Yea, I’ll see you tomorrow then

(Lights dim and Edgar joins Antonio on stage along with two armchairs)

Antonio: Hey Edgar 

Edgar: Sup Antonio

(Edgar and Antonio shake hands)

Antonio: How was your day Edgar?

Edgar: It was pretty good, yours?

Antonio: It was okay but the other day something really strange happened to me

Edgar: Really what?

Antonio: A couple of days ago I was going to visit my grandma when a cop stopped me

Edgar: Why would he do that?

Antonio: I don’t k now why, I wasn’t doing anything wrong I was just minding my own 

business and he pulled me over

Edgar: That’s weird

Antonio: I know and then he just started yelling at me

Antonio: He asked for m papers and of course I gave them to him but he was extremely rude to me

Edgar: He was probably one of those really raceist cops I hear about them on the news 

all the time

Antonio: Yea then he looked at my papers and once he discovered I was a legal US 

citizen he muttered some thing under his breath and walked away but before he did he just hauled off and kicked my car

Edgar: What? Just kicked your car

Antonio: Yea there is a still a little dent

Edgar: That’s sucks man I’m sorry

Antonio: Yea thanks, how was your week? 

Edgar: Not so good about four days ago a bunch of guys beat me up while I was waiting at the bus stop…

(Flashback. Antonio leaves the stage along with the armchairs a bus stop sign comes onto the stage and a group of three white guys come on stage dressed in normal clothes)

(Edgar is standing next to the bus stop when the men walk in)

Man1: Hey you, yea you stupid Mexican

(Second man walks up to Edgar and Pushes him)

Edgar: Hey what is this? 

Man 3: Are you scared? Huh

Edgar: seriously I don’t want any trouble I’m just taking the bus home

(Second man walks up to Edgar and pretend punches him in the stomach and the third man pretend punches him in the face.)

(Fades back to coffee shop with Antonio and Edgar.)

Antonio: Wow that sound brutal are you okay?

Edgar: Yea I’ve got a pretty bad bruise but I’m okay

Antonio: Well it seems like there is a lot of racism going on.

(End scene 1 fade to black and stage clears)   

Chorus 1

(Chorus walks on stage from left and stands in a single line facing the audience.)

Chorus:

Antonio was pulled over and 

Edgar was beat up

For no particular reason except for the facet that

They were Mexican 

They both were legal US citizens But for some reason

Someone found the need to bully them and hurt them

What right did they have?

No right at all that’s right

Edgar was ambushed at a bus stop

Antonio was pulled over by a cop

They don’t know why but they are always looked down on

They can’t help where they come from 

Did they have a say in where they came from

Racism is something that needs to be terminated 

We all need to pull together to make a difference

(Fades to black and chorus walks off stage left)

Scene 2 
(Antonio and Edgar are sitting in the coffee shop when the lights come on there is a small counter with a cashier behind it)

Antonio: Wow that really sucks

Edgar: Yeah 

(Antonio drains the last of his coffee and gets up to get a refill, he asks Edgar is he wants another one too)

Antonio: Im getting another do you want one?

Edgar: Oh yea sure thanks

(Edgar hands his cup to Antonio and Antonio takes it)

(He walks to the counter and addresses the cashier)

Antonio: Hello I would like two dark roast coffee refills please

(Cashier does not respond)

Antonio: Excuse me sir; I would like two dark roast coffee refills please

Cashier: (in a loud annoying voice) I HEARD YOU!

Antonio: Sorry sir I did not mean to offend you

(Cashier shakes head and mutters under his breath)

Antonio: How much will that be?

(Cashier snaps back in a loud annoying voice)

Cashier: THREE EIGHTY-ONE, IS THAT ALL!

(Antonio pulls out a crumpled dollar bill and a bunch of change)
Cashier: What is this?

Antonio: Three eighty-one unless I am wrong

Cashier: Well I hope so but why are you paying me in change?

Antonio: I left my wallet in the car I’m sorry but that’s all I have at the moment 

Cashier: Whatever

(Cashier refills cups and hands them back to Antonio who then walks back to Edgar and hand him his cup and sits down)

Edgar: Thank you

Antonio: That guy at the cash register was really rude

(Edgar turns around and the cashier is refilling another ladies cup and he has a smile on his face and he looks cheerful)

Edgar: Really he looks like a nice guy

Antonio: NO the whole time I was trying to get a refill he was giving me all this crap about paying him in change

Edgar: Hm he was probably one really racist guy

Antonio: Yea but really what did I do to him nothing I was polite the whole time and tried to be respectful

Edgar: I don’t understand people like that, were all people so why should some be treated different than others

Antonio: Yea you’re right

Edgar: Who are they to dictate us

Antonio: Our parents came to the US because they did not feel safe in Mexico and they wanted better lives for you and me

Edgar: And who are they to take that away from us

Antonio: Exactly, but what can we do 

Edgar: We have to stick up for ourselves show that that we are no different

Antonio: Yes exactly Edgar don’t let any one ever put you down you are capable of doing anything any one else is!

(lights fade out end of scene) 

Chorus 2

(Chorus walks on stage dressed in normal every day clothes and stands in one line facing the audience)

Chorus:

Antonio was treated unjustly he is Mexican

But he is no different that you or me 

He paid in change because that’s all he had

Why is that so bad it all money

People should not be treated different just because of their race

The should all have the same opportunities 

And be treated the same as everyone else

We should all strive to treat each other with kindness and respect

We all want to be treated like that 

So why do other people deserve to be treated differently

Every one is equal and should be treated equally

(Lights dim chorus walks off stage)  

